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President’s Letter

Happy Summer!

great feeling it is to be ending
nderful school year and look-
orward to summer! | wish you
a fun and restful few months

d look forward to seeing you
gain next fall.

As | wrap up my first year as your PTSA Presiden) 6 A
like to first thank all of the wonderful volunteers

that made our school a special place for all of our
children. Our organization could not be successful
without your tremendous support in time, spirit and
money.

Our PTSA began the year defining goals to guide our
organization. We spent part of our June Board meet-
ing reviewing these and looking forward to next year.
y8i DOIT OA wéichiebell than®df dutob-
jectives within these goals. Here is a snapshot of
those for which | am most pleased to report:

§  We supported Disability Read Week and the
MS Walk to promote diversity acceptance. Plan-
ning began to expand this to a better apprecia-
tion of our international community. We also
started to translate some flyers into Mandarin
and Spanish.

§  While we spent a little over $4,000 more than we
raised, our savings account remains funded well
AAUTTA A UAAOBO.1 DAOAOE

8§  We participated in advocacy opportunities on a
state level by sending McAuliffe representatives
to the Washington State PTA Legislative As-
sembly and Focus Day . Both supported state
educational funding reforms which were signed
into law in 2009.

§  Our children benefited from approximately 60%
of our families volunteering  in PTSA activities
and/or classrooms.

§  Our membership level reached 85%Qur goal
for next year is 100% membership!

§  Volunteer efforts were recognized at the June
Volunteer Tea and we participated in the
Washington State PTA sponsored Golden
Acorn and Communication Awards.

§  Our organization worked toward supporting a
school environment conducive to the safety and
welfare of our children by maintaining member-
ship in the school Health and Safety Commit-
tee, helping to recruit and staff the Health
Room, and having an Allergy Committee. We are
planning to expand the role of the Allergy
Committee next year and ensure that they
have input to all events which may have food
allergy concerns.

§  The McAuliffe PTSA helped to create arenvi-
ronmentally responsible school by making
PTSA forms and information available electroni-
cally and helping to incorporate recycling . We
plan to expand this role next year.

In planning for next year, we have created a few new
committees and activities. Our new committees will
expand our efforts in recycling (Green Committee)
and in our ability to tap additional financial resources
(Employer Matching and PACE).

We have decided to take a break from the wrapping
paper fundraiser and we are replacing it with aFall
Fun Run . The Disability Read will be moving to
October in celebration of National Disability Month.
We hope to expand this understanding of diversity
xEOE AAAEOEIT Al AEEI AOAT G0
shops. Based on the positive feedback about this
UAA OB O,wh flahfEdpdat the event next
spring.

Also planned for the winter/spring are an Interna-
tional Night and our traditional activities: Book
Rodeo, School Dance , Bingo and Field Day . Itis
going to be a great year!

Finally, | would be amiss if | did not personally thank
you for the great honor that was bestowed on me as
the Golden Acorn recipient this year. | am humbled to
be in the company of so many wonderful nominees. It
is also neat to know that our PTSA made a contribu-
tion to the Washington PTA to support scholarships
as a part of this award.

Thank you,

Jane

Jane Dulski, President, McAuliffe PTSA
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t the end of each

school year, the Lorna Mackinnon

Kristi Bowers

sents a Golden Lisa Carskaden
Christina Chapman
rn award to an
. Traci DiStasio
dual who has ) )
b q Whitney King
gone.a ove an . . . . Paul Lee
beyond demonstrating outstanding, continued and dedicated volunteer service Shuyen Lin

that benefits all children. Many volunteers are nominated by the McAuliffe com-
munity and it is always difficult for the Golden Acorn Committee  to narrow
down their decision.

Jennifer Mackleit
Joanne Mahaffey
Roslynn Marks
Heather Mauch
Laura Meinhardt
Mai Kirsi Meissner

Each of the nominees were recognized at the Volunteer Tea with a glass heart
necklace for them to wear with pride. Congratulations and thank you to ALL

2008-2009 McAuliffe

Golden Acorn Nominees

Melissa O’Brien
Briana Martin
Holly Hoyt

Kim Vidos

April Wiese
Melissa Pendleton
Susannah Pryal
Sue Qabar
Laura Rowley
Lori Shaw
Denise Stephens
Liza Wallace
Gigi Predmore
Janine Stamper

our wonderful volunteers!

Golden Acorn and New Shining Star Award Recipients Announced
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to Jane Dulski during the Volunteer acorn, you are always goldemd & OT |- AOH & £AFEAG O 1T Ax
Thank You Tea. tion, The Shining Star Award was born.
Gigi Predmore , Executive Vice President, A Shining Staris someone who may have already received a
presented the award to a teary eyed and Golden Acorn in prior years, but year after year is still nomi-
humbled JaneO* AT A Al x A U O C Er(atécDThéDrEcA!p@nt h@l ®e>sAmeone who is an active volunteer

mile, 6 OAEA ' ECE xEI OAA jgmt for the PTSA, McAuliffe and the community.

things her nominating peers wrote about This first Shining Star Award was presented

her. to Janine Stamper.

A mother of three boys attending Janine was described by Gigi as thgo-to

McAuliffe, Jane is our current PTSA Presi- person whenever help was needed. She has

dent. She attended PTA events such as helped out with field trips, the spaghetti din-

Focus Day, Legislative Assembly and the ner and auction and even cechaired Bingo

WA State PTA Convention7 EAO8 O 11 Night. She volunteers in the school office, the

she was a sixth grade camp chaperone, EAAI OE O1Tii AT A ET EAO AEI

volunteers with running club, the health
and safety committee and the 8" grade gift
committee. She is involved with MOPS and
is often a guest speaker at other MOPS
groups in the Seattle area. She still seems

ten and fourth grade classrooms. Many think

that Janine is employed by LWSD since she

puts in so many volunteer hours? she was

even recently spotted volunteering in the
lunchroom!O3 EA EO Al xAUO EAOA

to find time to run her own business and 2008-2009 . McAuliffe. Her dedication to this school, her
. f oo s o A e Golden Acorn Award Recipient, P .
EAAD OAT OA &I O Ox1 1 Jane Dulski Acbmimitment to the children and the support

teams O4 EA 1 EOO ¢gd ACGE(GE
O*AT A EO Al xAUO 11 Oi b
McAuliffe , our community and the Dulski family .0

she provides the staff makes Janine a top pick
I £ AOCADUGBEEIIG ATRAA OO AA OODOBE ARBOADOOIOEA (
Janine in the front foyer of the school.

The Golden Acorn Nominating Committee (Jennifer Mackleit, Congratulations and many thanks to Jane and Janine!
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PTSA Board members, along with hundreds of volunteers, accomplished much to
brag about this year. Below our Board members report on what their position, with
the help of many chairs and volunteers have accomplished.

Advocacy Chair, Laura Meinhardt Fundraising Co-VPs, Holly Hoyt and Christina Chapman
Our school was represented at egislative As- Our combined fundraising efforts rose over$25,000for the PTSA this year. The
sembly in the fall to help decide the WA State Auction and Spaghetti Dinner , along with Classroom Art sales, made over
04180 O b MAEReHual,Q&pitOtFed ETA $10,000 alone! That, along witSprit Wear , Gift Wrap and Student Directory Ad
snow Laura and many other PTSA members went Sales, eScrip, Boxtops, and Corporate angiatching funds , financed most of our
to Focus Day and the Rally on the Capitol steps. expenses this year so we only had to take about $4,000 from savings.

All the passion, energy, and dedication paid off
when the State Legislature passed EHSB 2261,
which redefines basic education (updates student
graduation requirements and school funding).

School Community VP, April Weise
The year was welcomed in at thece Cream Social and Walk to
School Week . Families boogied down at theFamily Dance , Disco

Before and After School Pro-
grams, Co-Chairs, Jennifer Mackleit and

Kristi Bowers

Over a hundred McAuliffe students took advantage of our Be-
fore and After School offerings such asvath, Science, Chess,
Robotics, Piano, Spanish and Chinese . Homework and Run-
ning Clubs were also offered through the school.

7A6 OA ( A OEThere whre tivd Skdte King Nights which were-
T80 AO,s®ilwdl@dt Fe@oming back next year. However, Bingo
Night was a huge hit and will return! The annualBook Rodeo pro-
vided some great deals on used books. We also providedision and
Hearing Screening to the students as well asSchool Pictures .

Special Needs Chair, Stefanie Estes
We had our first Disability Read this year to help kids become more
aware of kids with disabilities. We gave acontribution to the Special

Communications VP’ Susannah Pryal Needs group at the Council level for their lending library.

We continued to strive to keep you informed with as little

paper as possible . We used Parent Organizer, our website, the
Bulletin Board , the Reader Board our new web based email
version of our newsletter, The Star Gazerand emailed postcard
reminders for events. For this we won a2nd Place State PTA Com-
munications Award ! For those few paper items, we organized
Payload packets going to each classroom. Our website was updated
with even more information and all forms were available online .

The file cabinet housing all paper forms/flyers, aka TheKiosk was
reorganized and kept up to date. We went all color this year with

the Yearbook AT A AAT 80 xAEDO &£ O Ui O OI

Membership Chair, Paul Lee

Membership reached 85% this year» our goal for next year isone mem-
bership per child . Each member received &chool Directory; this year
email addresses were included.

Programs VP, Joanne Mahaffey

The Pacific Science Center Science Van came for two days with
their Mathfinders program. Kids attended anassembly, hadin -
class instruction and got to visit the exhibits brought into the
school. Taproot Theater presented itsBullying Prevention  pro-
gram. Reflections held its first Art Walk . Art Start provided art
supplies and support for volunteers to teach Art in the classrooms.
Intramurals offered extra activities, such as capture the flag during
i1 recass.Siaif Appredatidh | vitad ddways a hit with lunches for the
teachers. The McAuliffeEmergency Preparedness storage shed
wasorganized ; new shelving was put in, expiredsupplies replaced
and a system was set up to collect andtore special food for chil-
dren with food allergies .

Community Outreach VP, Sarah Atkinson

The Holiday Giving Tree , provided gifts for eight families in need

in our school community. Over 230 gifts and gift cards were
DOOAEAOAA AU - A! Ol EEEA EAI EI EAO
wishes were fulfilled. We worked with ASB during the Red Bucket
Food Drive to bring in non -perishable food to donate to Hope-
link. Nearly 1400 pounds were donated! OuMS
Walk Team , McAuliffe Cares, raised over $6,000
the team was one of thetop fundraisers for the

walke Secretary, Denise Stephens

Minutes for monthly Board and twice yearly General Membership meetings were
taken and posted online . New motion forms were instituted to ensure an
accurate record of what we voted upon. Offsite storage for PTSA records was
investigated, but put on hold because of the cost.

Executive VP, Gigi Predmore

We started the first day of school with aWelcome
Back Coffee and ended the year by thanking all of
our Volunteers with the Volunteer Tea . We coor-
dinated all the volunteers  under each Board
position because we need many hands and brains to
make our PTSA function! Room parents were coor-
dinated and volunteers were recognized...but not
nearly enough. We are looking forward to the Sixth
Grade Promotion . Check out photos of next

UA A0S O ard thdir@etnilies in the school lobby.

Treasurer, Liza Wallace

The Board was well advised of thébudget down to the last detail every month.
Our bills were paid , our taxes were filed and deposits and reimbursements were
made promptly . We posted the budget on ourwebsite . We created a budget for
next year that is lean and fair!
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